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"Office of the Secretary

Federal Communications Commission FCC - MAILROOM

Attention: CGB Room 3-B431
445 12" Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

Petition for Exemption from Closed Captioning Requirements

Abundant Life Qutreach Ministries is located at 1619 Middleton Street Cayce, SC
29033. It was founded in 1984. Its mission is to minister the word of Yahweh (God),
conduct a regular worship service, to promote and encourage cooperation with other
organizations ministering within the community, to spread the word of the gospel by
ministering through television and seminars.

The title of the program is Abundant Life Outreach Ministries Religious Program.
The program reaches several hundred people each Sunday teaching them how to live the
Abundant Life. The broadcast helps the church achieve its mission by reaching the lives
of those who would otherwise not be exposed to our ministry.

Each episode is thirty minutes long. It airs on the first, third, and fifth Sunday of
each month. It is on WACH TV 57 and it is broadcasted at 7:00 am until 7:30 am. Karen
Henry produces the program. Darwesh Gibson and Brad Gilmore are church volunteers
who assist her in producing the program. The program reaches all viewers in the

Columbia viewing audience.
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For the reasons set forth below, Abundant Life Outreach Ministries hereby
request an undo burden exemption from the closed captioning rules for Abundant Life
Outreach Ministries Religious Program pursuant to 79.1(f) of the commission’s rules.

It costs approximately $26,000 per year to produce the program. The yearly cost
for each episode that airs is approximately $25,000 per year. Being a non-profit
organization it would put an additional hardship to pay increased cost for production of
each episode with closed captioning.

We are a small church body on a limited budget and we would not be able to
produce our program if we are required to pay additional monies.

We are a tax-exempt 501-(c)(3) organization. In the last three years our income
has been reduced by more than 50 percent. Our main source of income for the church is
member donations. The main expenditures incurred for the production of the program
each week includes utilities, payroll for the church school employees, insurance, security
system, Pastor’s salary, production team salary, janitorial services for the church,
electricity, telephone service, and host of other weekly and monthly expenditures. An
increase in programming costs would result in a greater division of resources from our

limited funds.

We are a non-profit religious institution endeavoring to reach the souls of all who

want to be saved.
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We, the petitioner, believe that the local, non-news exemption to the closed
captioning rules also applies to Abundant Life Outreach Ministries. As noted above the
program.is produced and distnbuted locally, and the sermons of Abundant Life Outreach
Ministries are of primarily local public interest. The episodes are not news, they do not
have repeat value, and the electronic newsroom technique is not available.
Notwithstanding the applicability of the exemption, we have filed this petition in and
abundance of caution and for the purpose of establishing certainty.

As shown by this Petition and its attachments, the Commission should grant a
waiver of the closed captioning requirements in this case, because requiring closed
Captioning would create an undue burden. The costs of closed captioning would be
excessively high and would have a significant impact on the Petitioner’s financial
resources & operations. The Petitioner’s type of operations and financial resources are
different in kind and magnitude from a mainstream-programming provider. Because of
the significant difficulty and expense of providing closed captions, a waiver under

§79.1(f) is warranted. If more information is needed, please contact me at the address

provided.

Respectfully Submitted,
Abundant Life Qutreach Ministries
By:

Judy G. Wicker /

urch Liaison
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I, Eddie L. Jones, am Pastor of Abundant Life Outreach Ministries, and I have reviewed
the Petition for Exemption for Closed Captioning Requirements filed on behalf of
Abundant Life Outreach Ministries in this matter, and, upon information and behalf,
believe the statements regarding our organization and Abundant Life Outreach Ministrics
to be true and accurate.

Eddie L. Jones
Pastor
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Schedule of programming offered by this provider. ABUNDANT LIFE QUTREACH
MINISTRIES .

Sundays of each month alternating 1%, 3™, and each month where there is a 5™ Sunday.
Beginning January 8, 2006, our programming tume will change to 7:00am-7:30am.

Attachment
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= na] Revenue Service . Dapartment of the Treasury
District Director ‘

Datst . Empioyer |dentification Numbar:
OEC 10 1985 ‘ Accounting Perlind Ending:
. December 31
Form 990 Requirsd: [T] Yas [J No
p Abundant Life Outresch Ministries Parson to Contact:

Incorporated ' Brenda Wilcox/zs _
P.0. Box 210674 : . Contact Telephone Number: '
Columbia, SC 24846 2922/ (404) 331-4514

. . File Folder Number:
3 -795-8533 580065995

—_—

Dear Applicant: - -

Based on information supplied,  and assuming Your operations will be as statsed t
in your application far raecognition of exemption, we have deterpined You sre exempt
from Faderal income tax under secilon 501(e) {3) of tha Internal Révenue Cads,

Wa have further determined that voun are not & privats foundation within the

meaning of section 509(a) of the Cede, becanse you &re an organization described in
saction L70(b){a)(A)(1) & 509(a)(1).

If your sourcea of asupport, or Your purposss, character, or method of operatian
changa, please let us know Bo we t&an copsider the effeat of the change on your
exempt status and feundation status. Alse, you should inform us of all changss in
your name 91 address. )

As of January 1, 1984, vou are liable Par taxes under the ¥ederal Insurance t
Contributione Acti{social seourity taxes) on remneratiom of $100 or more you pay to
@ach -of your employess during a ocalendar year. You are not liable for the tax
impozed under the Federal Unsmployment Tax Agt (FUTA).

Since vou are not a private foundatlon, you Are not sub)eet ta the exeise taxes
wnder Chanter 42 of the Code. Hewever, you are not autopatically sxempt from other-
Foederal exeisge taxes. If you have any queBtisna About excize, employment, or ather
Federal taxes, pleasxs let us know.

Donors may deduct contribotiorns te you as provided in seatlon 170 of the Code.
Bequests, legecles, devinesz, transfsra, or gifts to . vou or for your use are -
deductible far Federal estate and gift tax purposes 1f thay meet the appllcable
provisiocns of zeections 2055, 2106, and 2522 of the Code.

The box acheaked in the heading of this letter shows whather vou must £ile Form
‘990, Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax. If Yes is chegked, you are :
required to fils Form 990 only if your grasg recelpts each vear are normally mers
than $25,000. If & return 15 required, 1T must be flled by the 15th day of the fifth
month-after the end of your annual accounting period. The law imposes a psnalty of
$10 a d4ay, up to & maximum of §5,000, vhen a return is filed late, unless thers
is reasonable cause far ths delay.

(over)

F. 0. Box 1855, Atlanta, GA 30370 ' ) Letter 947(D0) (Rev. 10~83)
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¥ou are not required teo fils Fedpral Lncame 1ax retumng ynlags you are subjedt
te the tax om unrelated “usiness income under gectlon 51l of the Code. If you are
sublect to this tax, you must file an income tax return on Farm 990=T, Exempt
¢rganization Busineas Income Tax Returan. In this lettar, we ape not detarmining

whether any of your pregent or propesed activities are unrelsted trads or business
as defiped_in séction 813 af the Coda.

You need an smployer idemtification number even 1f you have na employess. If &0
employer identification number was not entered on your application, a mumber will ®e
gzaigned to you and you will be advised of Zi. Please uge that number on all returas
you file and in all sorrespondence with the Internal Ravenus ‘Service.

' Because thils letter could help reselve any 4questicns abgout your exempt statis
and foundatien status, you should keep it 1n Your permanent records.

If you hﬁve any questiens, please contact ihe person whose naﬁa and telephone
numher are shown in the heading of this letter. .

Sincerely yours,

) - -m, .
L4 . .
h ‘ ,;a'Lbddg::7‘§7 y
_ , © District ctor '

- e R P I SR D S PR

Letter 947(D0) (Rev, 10-83)
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3747 N Main Street
PoDox 3366
Cotymbnia,SC 29230
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National Tax Service

H F Slawson, Inc

January 4, 2006

Dear Sir or Madam.:

The amounts spent on TV production and TV Time Are As follows.

TV Time 2004 $22,350.00 TV Production 2004 (Karen Henry) $9162.50
TV Time 2005 $16,900.00 TV Production 2005 (Karen Henry) $3,200.00

The amount for 2005 could change slightly because the 2005 accounts are still in the
process of being reconciled.

Sincerely,

it 72

ichard Nodden
Accountant
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Abundant Life Outreach Ministries

January Through December 2004

School Income

ABC Voucher

570 -- Tuition for School
Total Income

Church Income
515 - Building Fund
520 - Book & Tape Revenue
530 - Tithes & Offerings
535 - Loose Plate Offerings
540 - Special Offerings
545 — Sunday School

Total Income

Expense
4000 — Auto Transportation
Total Expense

5500 - Insurance
5503 - Personnel Insurance
5504 - Physical Insurance
Total Insurance

5568 - Training Teachers
5572 — Trips — School

5569 - Books - School
5570 - School Supplies

5571 - Lease - School Equipment

5600 - School Lunch Expense

6000 - Payroll Expenses

Expenses

$5,835.00
$60.361.08

$66.196.08

$9,763.57
$1,111.72
$212,706.08
$2,587.58
$376.00
$6.290.15

$232,835.10

$284.18

$284.18

$302.29
$241.76

$544.05

$454.00
$427.00

$881.00

$988.90
$1,314.06
$1,680.13
$1,081.00

$5,064.09

$159,797.75



7005 — Telephone Communications $2,215.11

9100 — Buildings & Grounds $2,739.63
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10:01 AN Abundant Life Qutreach Ministries
a
.'Agcmal Basis Profit & Loss
January through Recember 2004
Jan - Dec 04
8900 - Miscellaneous 21,528 91

Total Expense 431,210.08

Net income -122,407.60
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